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(57) ABSTRACT

Technologies are presented for securing NFC exchange
through movement of at least one of the communicating
devices. In some examples, a first device, utilizing a commu-
nication module and a processor, may transmit an initial NFC
handshake signal as the first device is being moved relative to
a second device. The second device, utilizing a communica-
tion module, two or more antennae, and a processor, may
receive the initial NFC handshake signal from the first device.
Each device may record a movement of the first device. The
second device may transmit a message to the first device that
includes a recording of the movement at the second device
and a temporary secret. Once the first device determines that
the movement recorded at the second device matches the
movement recorded at the first device, the first device may use
the temporary secret to encrypt further communication with
the second device.

27 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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COMPUTING DEVICE 610

COMPUTER-READABLE MEDIUM 620

622
TRANSMIT INITIAL HANDSHAKE FROM MOBILE DEVICE
WHILE IT IS MOVED

|

624
RECORD MOVEMENT OF MOBILE DEVICE ON BOTH
DEVICES

'

626
RECEIVE MESSAGE FROM SECOND DEVICE WITH
RECORD OF MOVEMENT AND SECRET

l

628
IF MOVEMENT RECORDS MATCH, CONTINUE
COMMUNICATION ENCRYPTING COMMUNICATION WITH
RECEIVED SECRET

FIG. 6
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COMPUTER PROGRAM PRODUCT 700

SIGNAL-BEARING MEDIUM 702

704 AT LEAST ONE OF

ONE OR MORE INSTRUCTIONS FOR TRANSMITTING
INITIAL HANDSHAKE FROM MOBILE DEVICE WHILE IT IS
MOVED;

ONE OR MORE INSTRUCTIONS FOR RECORDING
MOVEMENT OF MOBILE DEVICE ON BOTH DEVICES;

ONE OR MORE INSTRUCTIONS FOR RECEIVING
MESSAGE FROM SECOND DEVICE WITH RECORD OF
MOVEMENT AND SECRET; AND

ONE OR MORE INSTRUCTIONS FOR IF MOVEMENT
RECORDS MATCH, CONTINUING COMMUNICATION
ENCRYPTING COMMUNICATION WITH RECEIVED SECRET.
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SECURE NEAR FIELD COMMUNICATION
(NFC) HANDSHAKE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This Application is the U.S. National Stage filing under 35
U.S.C. §371 of PCT Application Ser. No. PCT/US2013/
024768 filed on Feb. 5,2013. The PCT Application is hereby
incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Unless otherwise indicated herein, the materials described
in this section are not prior art to the claims in this application
and are not admitted to be prior art by inclusion in this section.

Near field communication (NFC) may establish radio com-
munication between two or more communication devices that
are in close proximity. NFC standards may cover communi-
cations protocols and data exchange formats, and may be
based on existing radio-frequency identification (RFID) stan-
dards. NFC may build upon RFID systems by allowing two-
way communication between endpoints. Present applications
may include contactless transactions, data exchange, and
simplified setup of more complex communications, such as
Wi-Fi.

Near Field Communication (NFC) may be vulnerable to an
array of attacks ranging from malicious URI spoofing to
denial of service. Many attacks may be similar to those that
exist on the Web. In addition, NFC often relies on proximity
as an ad-hoc authentication mechanism and a way to establish
trust between two NFC exchange partners. The man-in-the-
middle attack may be prevalent in the usage case. The NFC
protocol does not address the issue beyond the assumption
that NFC uses low-power transmission that may only be
received from a very short distance. However, an attacker may
use high gain antennae or a high power transmitter that can
transmit and receive signals at a greater distance, allowing the
attacker, located a further distance away, to intercept commu-
nication between two legitimate NFC exchange partners,
steal sensitive information and inject malicious data.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure generally describes techniques for
providing secure near field communication (NFC) handshake
among devices.

According to some examples, a method is described for
providing a secure near field communication (NFC) hand-
shake. The method may include a first device transmitting an
initial NFC handshake signal, while the first device is being
moved relative to a second device. The method may also
include the first device recording a movement of the first
device and receiving a message from the second device that
includes a recording of the movement at the second device
and a temporary secret. The method may further include the
first device receiving the temporary secret to encrypt further
communication with the second device if the movement
recorded at the second device matches the movement
recorded at the first device.

According to other examples, a method is described for
providing a secure near field communication (NFC) hand-
shake. The method may include a second device receiving an
initial NFC handshake signal from a first device while the first
device is being moved relative to the second device. The
method may also include the second device recording a
movement of the first device and transmitting a message that
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includes a recording of the movement at the second device
and a temporary secret. The method may further include the
second device receiving further NFC communication from
the first device encrypted with the temporary secret if the
movement recorded at the second device matches the move-
ment recorded at the first device.

According to some embodiments, a mobile device is
described for providing a secure near field communication
(NFC) handshake. The mobile device may include a commu-
nication module configured to exchange NFC signals and a
processor. The processor may transmit an initial NFC hand-
shake signal from the mobile device while the mobile device
is being moved relative to a second device; record a move-
ment of the mobile device; and/or receive a message from the
second device that includes a recording of the movement at
the second device and a temporary secret. If the movement
recorded at the second device matches the movement
recorded at the mobile device, the processor may use the
received temporary secret to encrypt further communication
with the second device.

According to other embodiments, a stationary device is
described for providing a secure near field communication
(NFC) handshake. The stationary device may include a com-
munication module configured to exchange NFC signals, two
or more antennae, and a processor. The processor may receive
an initial NFC handshake signal from a mobile device while
the mobile device is being moved relative to the stationary
device; record a movement of the mobile device at the sta-
tionary device; and/or transmit a message from the stationary
device that includes a recording of the movement at the sta-
tionary device and a temporary secret. If the movement
recorded at the stationary device matches the movement
recorded at the mobile device, the processor may receive
further NFC communication from the mobile device
encrypted with the temporary secret.

According to further embodiments, a computer readable
storage medium is described with instructions stored thereon,
which when executed on one or more computing devices may
execute a method for providing secure Near Field Commu-
nication (NFC) exchange. The method may be similar to the
method described above.

The foregoing summary is illustrative only and is not
intended to be in any way limiting. In addition to the illustra-
tive aspects, embodiments, and features described above, fur-
ther aspects, embodiments, and features will become appar-
ent by reference to the drawings and the following detailed
description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other features of this disclosure will
become more fully apparent from the following description
and appended claims, taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings. Understanding that these drawings depict
only several embodiments in accordance with the disclosure
and are, therefore, not to be considered limiting of its scope,
the disclosure will be described with additional specificity
and detail through use of the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an example system employing NFC,
which may be vulnerable to an attack;

FIG. 2 illustrates an example system for secure NFC
exchange employing relative position movement of one of the
communicating devices;

FIG. 3 illustrates an example system for secure NFC
exchange employing relative position movement of one or
both of the communicating devices;
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FIG. 4 illustrates an example diagram of securing NFC
exchange through movement of one of the communicating
devices;

FIG. 5 illustrates a general purpose computing device,
which may be used to secure NFC exchange through move-
ment of at least one of the communicating devices;

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating an example method for
securing NFC exchange through movement of at least one of
the communicating devices that may be performed by a com-
puting device such as the computing device in FIG. 5; and

FIG. 7 illustrates a block diagram of an example computer
program product, all arranged in accordance with at least
some embodiments described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawings, which form a part hereof. In the
drawings, similar symbols typically identify similar compo-
nents, unless context dictates otherwise. The illustrative
embodiments described in the detailed description, drawings,
and claims are not meant to be limiting. Other embodiments
may be utilized, and other changes may be made, without
departing from the spirit or scope of the subject matter pre-
sented herein. It will be readily understood that the aspects of
the present disclosure, as generally described herein, and
illustrated in the Figures, can be arranged, substituted, com-
bined, separated, and designed in a wide variety of different
configurations, all of which are explicitly contemplated
herein.

This disclosure is generally drawn, inter alia, to methods,
apparatus, systems, devices, and/or computer program prod-
ucts related to securing NFC exchange through movement of
at least one of the communicating devices.

Briefly stated, technologies are generally described for
securing NFC exchange through movement of at least one of
the devices communicating via NFC. A first device, utilizing
a communication module and a processor, may transmit an
initial NFC handshake signal as the first device is being
moved relative to a second device. The second device, utiliz-
ing a communication module, two or more antennae, and a
processor, may receive the initial NFC handshake signal from
the first device. Each device may record a movement of the
first device. The second device may transmit a message to the
first device that includes a recording of the first device’s
movement at the second device and a temporary secret. Once
the first device determines that the first device’s movement
recorded at the second device matches the first device’s
movement recorded at the first device, the first device may use
the temporary secret to encrypt further communication with
the second device.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example system employing NFC,
which may be vulnerable to an attack, arranged in accordance
with at least some embodiments described herein.

As shown in a diagram 100, a mobile device 102 and a
stationary device 104 possessing a single antenna 106 may be
transmitting and receiving NFC signals 108 in mutual
exchange. A third party device 110 may use a high gain
antenna 112 or a high power transmitter that can transmit and
receive signals at a greater distance, to intercept (114) the
NFC signals 108 between two legitimate NFC exchange part-
ners, steal sensitive information and inject malicious data,
etc.

Securing NFC may rely on the use of encryption keys. The
key exchange in an ad hoc situation may involve positive
identification of the key users in order to prevent sending
sensitive information inadvertently to an attacker using the
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attacker’s encryption key. To illustrate, a first user, who may
have a mobile device, may wish to share sensitive information
with a second user, who may have a stationary device. The
mobile device may send the stationary device an encryption
key (public key) and the stationary device may reciprocate. A
third device, located a relatively larger distance away with a
high gain antenna or a high power transmitter may intercept
the key exchange and send a separate key, which may be
unknowingly used to transmit sensitive data. If the third
device is able to transmit the separate key to the mobile
device, then the mobile device may be at risk of encoding
private information using the third device’s key. This may
then give a third party access to the first user’s information.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example system for secure NFC
exchange employing relative position movement of one of the
communicating devices, arranged in accordance with at least
some embodiments described herein.

As shown in a diagram 200, a mobile device 202 may
securely transmit an NFC signal 208 to a stationary device
204 using a movement 220 of the mobile device 202 in rela-
tion to the stationary device 204, possessing two or more
antennae 222. During the handshake, the mobile device 202
may be moved according to a predefined or random pattern by
its user. The stationary device 204 may detect this movement
through the variation of received signal strength at its multiple
antennae 222, for example, and record.

According to the conventional NFC systems that use a
single antenna, it is possible to remotely simulate a transmis-
sion. By using two or more antennae and adding a verification
layer, a receiving device may be able to verify the identity of
a transmitting device. The verification layer may expect dif-
ferential signal strength at the two or more antennae 222,
which may correspond to a defined spatial relationship
between the transmitting and the receiving devices.

According to an example scenario, even if two devices
involved in mutual NFC exchange are closer together than a
third device, the third device may have a more powerful
transmitter that can be used to modulate the signal. However,
if at least one of the two devices use two or more antennae,
then as the first user moves his/her device, the signal may be
received at different strengths through each antenna depend-
ing on the first device’s spatial relationship to the two or more
receiving antennae. The relative position of the first device
may then be estimated at the second device based on a differ-
ence of received signal strength through the different anten-
nae. The antennae may have substantially similar or different
gains, which may be taken into account in the computation.
While the third device may interfere by modulating one ofthe
exchanged signals from a distance as discussed above, it may
be difficult, if at all possible, for it to emulate such a relative
position change: the stronger the signal the smaller the rela-
tive differences, and the longer the distance, the smaller the
perspective. The first and second devices may, therefore,
securely identify each other.

Based on the relative changes in signal strength received in
the two or more antennae, the second device may be able to
record the first device’s movement in proximity to the anten-
nae. In some examples, a similar principle may be applied to
the first device, which has one antenna. Each of the second
device’s two or more antennae, in addition to receiving sig-
nals, may emit distinct signals. The distinction between char-
acteristics of the signals may be in transmitted signal power,
frequency, phase, or even modulation. Depending on the first
device’s position between the two or more antennae, the
characteristic of the signal received from each one of anten-
nae may vary. Thus, the first device may record its own
movement in relation to the second device.
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FIG. 3 illustrates an example system for secure NFC
exchange employing relative position movement of one or
both of the communicating devices, arranged in accordance
with at least some embodiments described herein.

As shown in a diagram 300, a first mobile device 302 may
securely transmit an NFC signal 308 to a second mobile
device 304 through a movement 320 of the first mobile device
in relation to the second mobile device 304, possessing two or
more antennae 322.

According to some embodiments, the configuration shown
in the diagram 300 may achieve secure NFC exchange similar
to the configuration of the diagram 200 in FIG. 2. The NFC
exchange in the diagram 300 may include an interaction
between two mobile devices, while the configuration in the
diagram 200 may include interaction between a mobile and a
stationary device.

Embodiments are not limited to the examples shown
above. Stationary and mobile devices using any number of
antennae may achieve secure NFC handshake by employing
recordation of a movement of at least one of the devices.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example diagram of securing NFC
exchange through movement of one of the communicating
devices, arranged in accordance with at least some embodi-
ments described herein.

As shown in a diagram 400, a mobile device 432 possess-
ing a single antenna 442 and a stationary device 434 possess-
ing two or more antennae 436, 438, and/or 440 may secure
NFC exchange through a movement 432 of the mobile device
432.

According to some examples, a method for securing NFC
exchange may happen as follows: a first device, in close
proximity to a second device, may transmit a handshake
signal, which includes a public key. The second device may
detect the signal and emit two or more distinct signals utiliz-
ing two or more antennae. The first device may be moved
relative to the second device according to a pattern selected by
the user of the first device, where the pattern may also be a
random pattern. A movement may be recorded by both the
first and second devices. The second device, having detected
the relative movement in the space between its two or more
antennae, may be certain that the signal came from the first
device and not from a third device. The second device may
detect the movement of the first device through the variation
of received signal strength at its multiple antennae, for
example. The second device may use the first device’s public
key to encrypt a message that contains the first device’s move-
ment pattern as recorded and a temporary shared secret. The
first device may then compare the movement pattern sent by
the second device with the movement it recorded. If the
pattern matches, then the first device may also be certain that
the message was received from the second device. The third
device may have intercepted the first device’s public key, but
may be incapable of recording the first device’s movement
between the second device’s two or more antennae, so any
pattern that the third device may send to the first device would
not match.

The first device, that now has proof that the received mes-
sage came from the second device, may use the second
device’s temporary secret to encrypt a confirmation message
back to the second device. Subsequent communication during
this session may be encrypted using the temporary secret.
Since the secret was sent from the second to the first device
using the first device’s public key, the secret is unbeknownst
to the third device. As such, the third device may not be able
to read the contents of the first and second devices’ messages
or send messages to them.
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FIG. 5 illustrates a general purpose computing device,
which may be used to secure NFC exchange through move-
ment of at least one of the communicating devices, arranged
in accordance with at least some embodiments described
herein.

For example, the computing device 500 may be used to
exchange NFC signals as described herein. In an example
basic configuration 502, the computing device 500 may
include one or more processors 504 and a system memory
506. A memory bus 508 may be used for communicating
between the processor 504 and the system memory 506. The
basic configuration 502 is illustrated in FIG. 5 by those com-
ponents within the inner dashed line.

Depending on the desired configuration, the processor 504
may be of any type, including but not limited to a micropro-
cessor (UP), a microcontroller (uC), a digital signal processor
(DSP), or any combination thereof. The processor 504 may
include one more levels of caching, such as a level cache
memory 512, a processor core 514, and registers 516. The
example processor core 514 may include an arithmetic logic
unit (ALU), a floating point unit (FPU), a digital signal pro-
cessing core (DSP Core), or any combination thereof. An
example memory controller 518 may also be used with the
processor 504, or in some implementations the memory con-
troller 518 may be an internal part of the processor 504.

Depending on the desired configuration, the system
memory 506 may be of any type including but not limited to
volatile memory (such as RAM), non-volatile memory (such
as ROM, flash memory, etc.) or any combination thereof. The
system memory 506 may include an operating system 520, a
communication application 522, and program data 524. The
communication application 522 may include an NFC module
526 to exchange NFC signals as described herein.

The computing device 500 may have additional features or
functionality, and additional interfaces to facilitate commu-
nications between the basic configuration 502 and any
desired devices and interfaces. For example, a bus/interface
controller 530 may be used to facilitate communications
between the basic configuration 502 and one or more data
storage devices 532 via a storage interface bus 534. The data
storage devices 532 may be one or more removable storage
devices 536, one or more non-removable storage devices 538,
or a combination thereof. Examples of the removable storage
and the non-removable storage devices include magnetic disk
devices such as flexible disk drives and hard-disk drives
(HDD), optical disk drives such as compact disk (CD) drives
or digital versatile disk (DVD) drives, solid state drives
(SSD), and tape drives to name a few. Example computer
storage media may include volatile and nonvolatile, remov-
able and non-removable media implemented in any method
or technology for storage of information, such as computer
readable instructions, data structures, program modules, or
other data.

The system memory 506, the removable storage devices
536 and the non-removable storage devices 538 are examples
of computer storage media. Computer storage media
includes, but is not limited to, RAM, ROM, EEPROM, flash
memory or other memory technology, CD-ROM, digital ver-
satile disks (DVD), solid state drives, or other optical storage,
magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or
other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium which
may be used to store the desired information and which may
be accessed by the computing device 500. Any such computer
storage media may be part of the computing device 500.

The computing device 500 may also include an interface
bus 540 for facilitating communication from various interface
devices (e.g., one or more output devices 542, one or more
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peripheral interfaces 544, and one or more communication
devices 566) to the basic configuration 502 via the bus/inter-
face controller 530. Some of the example output devices 542
include a graphics processing unit 548 and an audio process-
ing unit 550, which may be configured to communicate to
various external devices such as a display or speakers via one
or more A/V ports 552. One or more example peripheral
interfaces 544 may include a serial interface controller 554 or
a parallel interface controller 556, which may be configured
to communicate with external devices such as input devices
(e.g., keyboard, mouse, pen, voice input device, touch input
device, etc.) or other peripheral devices (e.g., printer, scanner,
etc.) via one or more I/O ports 558. An example communica-
tion device 566 includes a network controller 560, which may
be arranged to facilitate communications with one or more
other computing devices 562 over a network communication
link via one or more communication ports 564. The one or
more other computing devices 562 may include servers at a
datacenter, customer equipment, and comparable devices.

The network communication link may be one example of a
communication media. Communication media may typically
be embodied by computer readable instructions, data struc-
tures, program modules, or other data in a modulated data
signal, such as a carrier wave or other transport mechanism,
and may include any information delivery media. A “modu-
lated data signal” may be a signal that has one or more of its
characteristics set or changed in such a manner as to encode
information in the signal. By way of example, and not limi-
tation, communication media may include wired media such
as a wired network or direct-wired connection, and wireless
media such as acoustic, radio frequency (RF), microwave,
infrared (IR) and other wireless media. The term computer
readable media as used herein may include both storage
media and communication media.

The computing device 500 may be implemented as a part of
a general purpose or specialized server, mainframe, or similar
computer that includes any of the above functions. The com-
puting device 500 may also be implemented as a computer
including both laptop computer and non-laptop computer
configurations.

Example embodiments may also include methods for man-
aging compound certification for assurance without revealing
infrastructure. These methods can be implemented in any
number of ways, including the structures described herein.
One such way may be by machine operations, of devices of
the type described in the present disclosure. Another optional
way may be for one or more of the individual operations of the
methods to be performed in conjunction with one or more
human operators performing some of the operations while
other operations may be performed by machines. These
human operators need not be collocated with each other, but
each can be with a machine that performs a portion of the
program. In other examples, the human interaction can be
automated such as by pre-selected criteria that may be
machine automated.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating an example method for
securing NFC exchange through movement of at least one of
the communicating devices that may be performed by a com-
puting device such as the computing device in FIG. 5,
arranged in accordance with at least some embodiments
described herein.

Example methods may include one or more operations,
functions or actions as illustrated by one or more of blocks
622, 624, 626 and/or 628, and may in some embodiments be
performed by a computing device such as the computing
device 500 in FIG. 5. The operations described in the blocks
622-628 may also be stored as computer-executable instruc-
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tions in a computer-readable medium such as a computer-
readable medium 620 of a computing device 610.

An example process for securing NCF exchange may begin
with block 622, “TRANSMIT INITIAL HANDSHAKE
FROM MOBILE DEVICE WHILE IT IS MOVED”, where
the processor 504 may transmit an NFC signal 208 from the
mobile device 202, while the mobile device 202 is being
moved relative to the stationary device 204.

Block 622 may be followed by block 624, “RECORD
MOVEMENT OF MOBILE DEVICE ON BOTH
DEVICES”, where the respective processors of each device
may record the movement 220 of the mobile device 202.

Block 624 may be followed by block 626, “RECEIVE
MESSAGE FROM SECOND DEVICE WITH RECORD OF
MOVEMENT AND SECRET”, where the processor 504 of
the mobile device 202 may receive a message from the sta-
tionary device 204 that includes a recording of the movement
220 at the stationary device 204 and a temporary secret.

Block 626 may be followed by block 628, “IF MOVE-
MENT RECORDS MATCH, CONTINUE COMMUNICA-
TION ENCRYPTING COMMUNICATION WITH
RECEIVED SECRET”, where the processor 504 of the
mobile device 202 may determine whether the mobile
device’s movement recorded at the stationary device 204
matches the mobile device’s movement recorded at the
mobile device 202. If the processor 504 of the mobile device
202 determines that the mobile device’s movement recorded
at the stationary device 204 matches the mobile device’s
movement recorded at the mobile device 202, then the pro-
cessor 504 of the mobile device 202 may use the received
temporary secret to encrypt further communication with the
stationary device 204.

FIG. 7 illustrates a block diagram of an example computer
program product, all arranged in accordance with at least
some embodiments described herein.

In some examples, as shown in FIG. 7, the computer pro-
gram product 700 may include a signal bearing medium 702
that may also include one or more machine readable instruc-
tions 704 that, when executed by, for example, a processor
may provide the functionality described herein. Thus, for
example, referring to the processor 504 in FIG. 5, the com-
munication application 522 or the NFC module 526 may
undertake one or more of the tasks shown in FIG. 7 in
response to the instructions 704 conveyed to the processor
504 by the medium 702 to perform actions associated with
securing NFC exchange through movement of at least one of
the communicating devices as described herein. Some of
those instructions may include, for example, transmitting
initial handshake from mobile device while it is moved,
recording movement of mobile device on both devices,
receiving message from second device with record of move-
ment and secret, and if movement records match, continuing
communication encrypting communication with received
secret, according to some embodiments described herein.

In some implementations, the signal bearing medium 702
depicted in FIG. 8 may encompass a computer-readable
medium 706, such as, but not limited to, a hard disk drive, a
solid state drive, a Compact Disc (CD), a Digital Versatile
Disk (DVD), a digital tape, memory, etc. In some implemen-
tations, the signal bearing medium 702 may encompass a
recordable medium 708, such as, but not limited to, memory,
read/write (R/'W) CDs, R/'W DVDs, etc. In some implemen-
tations, the signal bearing medium 702 may encompass a
communications medium 710, such as, but not limited to, a
digital and/or an analog communication medium (e.g., a fiber
optic cable, a waveguide, a wired communications link, a
wireless communication link, etc.). Thus, for example, the
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program product 700 may be conveyed to one or more mod-
ules of the processor 504 by an RF signal bearing medium,
where the signal bearing medium 702 is conveyed by the
wireless communications medium 710 (e.g., a wireless com-
munications medium conforming with the IEEE 802.11 stan-
dard).

According to some examples, a method is described for
providing a secure near field communication (NFC) hand-
shake. The method may include a first device transmitting an
initial NFC handshake signal, while the first device is being
moved relative to a second device. The method may also
include the first device recording a movement of the first
device and receiving a message from the second device that
includes a recording of the movement at the second device
and a temporary secret. The method may further include the
first device receiving the temporary secret to encrypt further
communication with the second device if the movement
recorded at the second device matches the movement
recorded at the first device.

According to other examples, recording the movement of
the first device may employ an accelerometer integrated into
the device and may be based on two or more distinct signals
transmitted from respective two or more antennae of the
second device. The signal strength of each distinct signal at
the first device may be determined and a public encryption
key may be transmitted with the initial handshake signal,
where the message from the second device is encrypted with
the public encryption key.

According to further examples, the movement of the first
device may be according to a random pattern and the tempo-
rary secret may be used for a single NFC session. The move-
ment of the first device may also be according to a predefined
pattern and the temporary secret may be used for multiple
NFC sessions. The first device may be a mobile device and the
second device may be a stationary device; the first device and
the second device may both be mobile devices; or the first
device may be a smartphone, a tablet computer, a laptop
computer, a mobile computer, a handheld computer, or a
wearable computer.

According to some embodiments, a method is described
for providing a secure near field communication (NFC) hand-
shake. The method may include a second device receiving an
initial NFC handshake signal from a first device while the first
device is being moved relative to the second device. The
method may also include the second device recording a
movement of the first device and transmitting a message that
includes a recording of the movement at the second device
and a temporary secret. The method may further include the
second device receiving further NFC communication from
the first device encrypted with the temporary secret if the
movement recorded at the second device matches the move-
ment recorded at the first device.

According to other embodiments, detecting the movement
of the first device at the second device may be based on
detecting a signal strength received at two or more antennae
of the second device and transmitting the message may
employ two or more distinct signals from respective two or
more antennae of the second device. The movement of the
first device may be according to a random pattern and the
temporary secret may be used for a single NFC session. The
movement of the first device may also be according to a
predefined pattern and the temporary secret may be used for
multiple NFC sessions. The first device may be a mobile
device and the second device may be a stationary device; the
first device and the second device may both be mobile
devices; or the first device may be a smartphone, a tablet
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computer, a laptop computer, a mobile computer, a handheld
computer, or a wearable computer. The second device may be
a point of sale (POS) device.

According to further embodiments, a mobile device is
described for providing a secure near field communication
(NFC) handshake. The mobile device may include a commu-
nication module configured to exchange NFC signals and a
processor. The processor may transmit an initial NFC hand-
shake signal from the mobile device while the mobile device
is being moved relative to a second device; record a move-
ment of the mobile device; and/or receive a message from the
second device that includes a recording of the movement at
the second device and a temporary secret. If the movement
recorded at the second device matches the movement
recorded at the mobile device, the processor may use the
received temporary secret to encrypt further communication
with the second device.

According to yet further embodiments, the processor may
record the movement of the mobile device by employing an
accelerometer integrated into the mobile device, based on two
or more distinct signals transmitted from respective two or
more antennae of the second device; determine a signal
strength of each distinct signal; and/or transmit a public
encryption key with the initial handshake signal, where the
message from the second device is encrypted with the public
encryption key. The movement of the mobile device may be
according to a random pattern and the temporary secret may
be used for a single NFC session. The movement of the
mobile device may also be according to a predefined pattern
and the temporary secret may be used for multiple NFC
sessions. The second device may be a stationary device or a
mobile device, and the mobile device may a smartphone, a
tablet computer, a laptop computer, a mobile computer, a
handheld computer, or a wearable computer.

According to other embodiments, a stationary device is
described for providing a secure near field communication
(NFC) handshake. The stationary device may include a com-
munication module configured to exchange NFC signals, two
or more antennae, and a processor. The processor may receive
an initial NFC handshake signal from a mobile device while
the mobile device is being moved relative to the stationary
device; record a movement of the mobile device at the sta-
tionary device; and/or transmit a message from the stationary
device that includes a recording of the movement at the sta-
tionary device and a temporary secret. If the movement
recorded at the stationary device matches the movement
recorded at the mobile device, the processor may receive
further NFC communication from the mobile device
encrypted with the temporary secret.

According to other examples, the processor may further
detect the movement of the mobile device at the stationary
device based on detecting a signal strength received at the two
or more antennae of the stationary device, and transmit the
message employing two or more distinct signals from respec-
tive two or more antennas of the stationary device. The move-
ment of the mobile device may be according to a random
pattern and the temporary secret may be used fora single NFC
session. The movement of the mobile device may also be
according to a predefined pattern and the temporary secret
may be used for multiple NFC sessions. The mobile device
may be a smartphone, a tablet computer, a laptop computer, a
mobile computer, a handheld computer, or a wearable com-
puter. The stationary device may be a point of sale (POS)
device and/or may include three or more antennae.

According to further examples, a computer readable stor-
age medium with instructions stored thereon, which when
executed on one or more computing devices may execute a
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method for providing secure Near Field Communication
(NFC) exchange. The method may be similar to the method
described above.

There is little distinction left between hardware and soft-
ware implementations of aspects of systems; the use of hard-
ware or software is generally (but not always, in thatin certain
contexts the choice between hardware and software may
become significant) a design choice representing cost vs.
efficiency tradeoffs. There are various vehicles by which pro-
cesses and/or systems and/or other technologies described
herein may be eftected (e.g., hardware, software, and/or firm-
ware), and that the preferred vehicle will vary with the context
in which the processes and/or systems and/or other technolo-
gies are deployed. For example, if an implementer determines
that speed and accuracy are paramount, the implementer may
opt for a mainly hardware and/or firmware vehicle; if flex-
ibility is paramount, the implementer may opt for a mainly
software implementation; or, yet again alternatively, the
implementer may opt for some combination of hardware,
software, and/or firmware.

The foregoing detailed description has set forth various
embodiments of the devices and/or processes via the use of
block diagrams, flowcharts, and/or examples. Insofar as such
block diagrams, flowcharts, and/or examples contain one or
more functions and/or operations, it will be understood by
those within the art that each function and/or operation within
such block diagrams, flowcharts, or examples may be imple-
mented, individually and/or collectively, by a wide range of
hardware, software, firmware, or virtually any combination
thereof. In one embodiment, several portions of the subject
matter described herein may be implemented via Application
Specific Integrated Circuits (ASICs), Field Programmable
Gate Arrays (FPGAs), digital signal processors (DSPs), or
other integrated formats. However, those skilled in the art will
recognize that some aspects of the embodiments disclosed
herein, in whole or in part, may be equivalently implemented
in integrated circuits, as one or more computer programs
running on one or more computers (e.g., as one or more
programs running on one or more computer systems), as one
Or more programs running on one or more processors (e.g., as
one or more programs running on one or more Microproces-
sors), as firmware, or as virtually any combination thereof,
and that designing the circuitry and/or writing the code for the
software and/or firmware would be well within the skill of
one of skill in the art in light of this disclosure.

The present disclosure is not to be limited in terms of the
particular embodiments described in this application, which
are intended as illustrations of various aspects. Many modi-
fications and variations can be made without departing from
its spirit and scope, as will be apparent to those skilled in the
art. Functionally equivalent methods and apparatuses within
the scope of the disclosure, in addition to those enumerated
herein, will be apparent to those skilled in the art from the
foregoing descriptions. Such modifications and variations are
intended to fall within the scope of the appended claims. The
present disclosure is to be limited only by the terms of the
appended claims, along with the full scope of equivalents to
which such claims are entitled. It is to be understood that this
disclosure is not limited to particular methods, reagents, com-
pounds compositions or biological systems, which can, of
course, vary. It is also to be understood that the terminology
used herein is for the purpose of describing particular
embodiments only, and is not intended to be limiting.

In addition, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the
mechanisms of the subject matter described herein are
capable of being distributed as a program product in a variety
of forms, and that an illustrative embodiment of the subject
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matter described herein applies regardless of the particular
type of signal bearing medium used to actually carry out the
distribution. Examples of a signal bearing medium include,
but are not limited to, the following: a recordable type
medium such as a floppy disk, a hard disk drive, a Compact
Disc (CD), a Digital Versatile Disk (DVD), a digital tape, a
computer memory, a solid state drive, etc.; and a transmission
type medium such as a digital and/or an analog communica-
tion medium (e.g., a fiber optic cable, a waveguide, a wired
communications link, a wireless communication link, etc.).

Those skilled in the art will recognize that it is common
within the art to describe devices and/or processes in the
fashion set forth herein, and thereafter use engineering prac-
tices to integrate such described devices and/or processes into
data processing systems. That is, at least a portion of the
devices and/or processes described herein may be integrated
into a data processing system via a reasonable amount of
experimentation. Those having skill in the art will recognize
that a typical data processing system generally includes one
or more of a system unit housing, a video display device, a
memory such as volatile and non-volatile memory, proces-
sors such as microprocessors and digital signal processors,
computational entities such as operating systems, drivers,
graphical user interfaces, and applications programs, one or
more interaction devices, such as a touch pad or screen,
and/or control systems including feedback loops and control
motors (e.g., feedback for sensing position and/or velocity of
gantry systems; control motors for moving and/or adjusting
components and/or quantities).

A typical data processing system may be implemented
utilizing any suitable commercially available components,
such as those typically found in data computing/communica-
tion and/or network computing/communication systems. The
herein described subject matter sometimes illustrates differ-
ent components contained within, or connected with, difter-
ent other components. It is to be understood that such
depicted architectures are merely exemplary, and that in fact
many other architectures may be implemented which achieve
the same functionality. In a conceptual sense, any arrange-
ment of components to achieve the same functionality is
effectively “associated” such that the desired functionality is
achieved. Hence, any two components herein combined to
achieve a particular functionality may be seen as “associated
with” each other such that the desired functionality is
achieved, irrespective of architectures or intermediate com-
ponents. Likewise, any two components so associated may
also be viewed as being “operably connected”, or “operably
coupled”, to each other to achieve the desired functionality,
and any two components capable of being so associated may
also be viewed as being “operably couplable”, to each other to
achieve the desired functionality. Specific examples of oper-
ably couplable include but are not limited to physically con-
nectable and/or physically interacting components and/or
wirelessly interactable and/or wirelessly interacting compo-
nents and/or logically interacting and/or logically inter-
actable components.

With respect to the use of substantially any plural and/or
singular terms herein, those having skill in the art can trans-
late from the plural to the singular and/or from the singular to
the plural as is appropriate to the context and/or application.
The various singular/plural permutations may be expressly
set forth herein for sake of clarity.

Itwill be understood by those within the art that, in general,
terms used herein, and especially in the appended claims
(e.g., bodies of the appended claims) are generally intended
as “open” terms (e.g., the term “including” should be inter-
preted as “including but not limited to,” the term “having”
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should be interpreted as “having at least,” the term “includes”
should be interpreted as “includes but is not limited to,” etc.).
It will be further understood by those within the art that if a
specific number of an introduced claim recitation is intended,
such an intent will be explicitly recited in the claim, and in the
absence of such recitation no such intent is present. For
example, as an aid to understanding, the following appended
claims may contain usage of the introductory phrases “at least
one” and “one or more” to introduce claim recitations. How-
ever, the use of such phrases should not be construed to imply
that the introduction of a claim recitation by the indefinite
articles “a” or “an” limits any particular claim containing
such introduced claim recitation to embodiments containing
only one such recitation, even when the same claim includes
the introductory phrases “one or more” or “at least one” and
indefinite articles such as “a” or “an” (e.g., “a” and/or “an”
should be interpreted to mean “at least one” or “one or
more”); the same holds true for the use of definite articles
used to introduce claim recitations. In addition, even if a
specific number of an introduced claim recitation is explicitly
recited, those skilled in the art will recognize that such reci-
tation should be interpreted to mean at least the recited num-
ber (e.g., the bare recitation of “two recitations,” without
other modifiers, means at least two recitations, or two or more
recitations).

Furthermore, in those instances where a convention analo-
gous to “at least one of A, B, and C, etc.” is used, in general
such a construction is intended in the sense one having skill in
the art would understand the convention (e.g., “a system
having at least one of A, B, and C” would include but not be
limited to systems that have A alone, B alone, C alone, A and
B together, A and C together, B and C together, and/or A, B,
and C together, etc.). It will be further understood by those
within the art that virtually any disjunctive word and/or
phrase presenting two or more alternative terms, whether in
the description, claims, or drawings, should be understood to
contemplate the possibilities of including one of the terms,
either of the terms, or both terms. For example, the phrase “A
or B” will be understood to include the possibilities of “A” or
“B” or “A and B.”

In addition, where features or aspects of the disclosure are
described in terms of Markush groups, those skilled in the art
will recognize that the disclosure is also thereby described in
terms of any individual member or subgroup of members of
the Markush group.

As will be understood by one skilled in the art, for any and
all purposes, such as in terms of providing a written descrip-
tion, all ranges disclosed herein also encompass any and all
possible subranges and combinations of subranges thereof.
Any listed range can be easily recognized as sufficiently
describing and enabling the same range being broken down
into at least equal halves, thirds, quarters, fifths, tenths, etc. As
a non-limiting example, each range discussed herein can be
readily broken down into a lower third, middle third and
upper third, etc. As will also be understood by one skilled in
the art all language such as “up to,” “at least,” “greater than,”
“less than,” and the like include the number recited and refer
to ranges which can be subsequently broken down into sub-
ranges as discussed above. Finally, as will be understood by
one skilled in the art, a range includes each individual mem-
ber. Thus, for example, a group having 1-3 cells refers to
groups having 1, 2, or 3 cells. Similarly, a group having 1-5
cells refers to groups having 1, 2,3, 4, or 5 cells, and so forth.

While various aspects and embodiments have been dis-
closed herein, other aspects and embodiments will be appar-
ent to those skilled in the art. The various aspects and embodi-
ments disclosed herein are for purposes of illustration and are
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not intended to be limiting, with the true scope and spirit
being indicated by the following claims.
What is claimed is:
1. A method to provide a secure Near Field Communica-
tion (NFC) exchange, the method comprising:
transmitting, by a first device, an initial NFC handshake
signal while the first device is being moved relative to a
second device, wherein a first movement of the first
device is according to one of: a random pattern and a
predefined pattern, further wherein the second device is
configured to verify an identity of the first device
through two or more antennas of the second device, and
wherein the two or more antennas of the second device
measure differential signal strength that correspond to a
spatial relationship between the first device and the sec-
ond device;
recording, by the first device, the first movement of the first
device based on two or more distinct signals transmitted
from the two or more antennas of the second device;

receiving, by the first device, a message from the second
device that includes a recording of a second movement
at the second device and a temporary secret; and

in response to a determination that the second movement

recorded at the second device matches the first move-
ment recorded at the first device, using, by the first
device, the temporary secret to encrypt a confirmation
message to send to the second device, wherein the con-
firmation message includes the first movement of the
first device.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising recording the
first movement of the first device through employment of an
accelerometer integrated into the first device.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
a signal strength of each of the two or more distinct signals at
the first device.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising transmitting
a public encryption key with the initial NFC handshake sig-
nal, wherein the message from the second device is encrypted
with the public encryption key.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the temporary secret is
used for a single NFC exchange session.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the temporary secret is
used for multiple NFC exchange sessions.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the first device is a
mobile device and the second device is a stationary device.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the first device and the
second device are mobile devices.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the first device is one of
a smartphone, a tablet computer, a laptop computer, a mobile
computer, a handheld computer, and a wearable computer.

10. A method to provide a secure Near Field Communica-
tion (NFC) exchange, the method comprising:

receiving, by a second device, an initial NFC handshake

signal from a first device while the first device is being
moved relative to the second device, wherein a first
movement of the first device is according to one of: a
random pattern and a predefined pattern;

recording, by the second device, the first movement of the

first device;
verifying an identity of the first device through two or more
antennas of the second device, wherein the two or more
antennas of the second device measure differential sig-
nal strength that correspond to a spatial relationship
between the first device and the second device;

transmitting, by the second device, a message that includes
a recording of a second movement at the second device
and a temporary secret;
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in response to a determination that the second movement
recorded at the second device matches the first move-
ment recorded at the first device, receiving a confirma-
tion message encrypted with the temporary secret,
wherein the confirmation message includes the first
movement of the first device;

detecting the first movement of the first device at the sec-

ond device based on detecting a signal strength received

at two or more antennas of the second device; and
transmitting the message employing two or more distinct

signals from two or more antennas of the second device.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the first device is a
mobile device and the second device is a stationary device.

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the first device and the
second device are mobile devices.

13. The method of claim 10, wherein the second device is
a point of sale (POS) device.

14. A mobile device to provide a secure Near Field Com-
munication (NFC) exchange, the mobile device comprising:

a communication module configured to exchange an NFC

handshake signal; and

a processor configured to:

transmit the NFC handshake signal from the mobile
device while the mobile device is being moved rela-
tive to a second device, wherein a first movement of
the mobile device is according to one of: a random
pattern and a predefined pattern, further wherein the
second device is configured to verify an identity of the
mobile device through two or more antennas of the
second device, and wherein the two or more antennas
of the second device measure differential signal
strength that correspond to a spatial relationship
between the mobile device and the second device;

record the first movement of the mobile device;

receive a message from the second device that includes
a recording of a second movement at the second
device and a temporary secret;

in response to a determination that the second movement
recorded at the second device matches the first move-
ment recorded at the mobile device, use the temporary
secret to encrypt a confirmation message to send to
the second device, wherein the confirmation message
includes the first movement of the mobile device; and

record the first movement of the mobile device based on
two or more distinct signals transmitted from respec-
tive two or more antennas of the second device.

15. The mobile device of claim 14, wherein the processor is
further configured to record the first movement of the mobile
device to employ an accelerometer integrated into the mobile
device.

16. The mobile device of claim 14, wherein the processor is
further configured to determine a signal strength of each of
the two or more distinct signals.

17. The mobile device of claim 14, wherein the processor is
further configured to transmit a public encryption key with
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the NFC handshake signal, wherein the message from the
second device is encrypted with the public encryption key.

18. The mobile device of claim 14, wherein the temporary
secret is used for a single NFC exchange session.

19. The mobile device of claim 14, wherein the temporary
secret is used for multiple NFC exchange sessions.

20. The mobile device of claim 14, wherein the second
device is a stationary device.

21. The mobile device of claim 14, wherein the second
device is another mobile device.

22. The mobile device of claim 14, wherein the mobile
device is one of a smartphone, a tablet computer, a laptop
computer, a mobile computer, a handheld computer, and a
wearable computer.

23. A stationary device to provide a secure Near Field
Communication (NFC) exchange, the stationary device com-
prising:

a communication module configured to exchange an NFC

handshake signal;

two or more antennas; and

a processor configured to:

receive the NFC handshake signal from a mobile device
while the mobile device is being moved relative to the
stationary device, wherein a first movement of the
mobile device is according to one of: a random pattern
and a predefined pattern;

verify an identity of the mobile device through two or
more antennas of the stationary device, wherein the
two or more antennas of the stationary device measure
differential signal strength that correspond to a spatial
relationship between the mobile device and the sta-
tionary device;

record the first movement of the mobile device at the
stationary device;

transmit a message from the stationary device that
includes a recording of a second movement at the
stationary device and a temporary secret that employs
two or more distinct signals from the two or more
antennas of the stationary device; and

in response to a determination that the second movement
recorded at the stationary device matches the first
movement recorded at the mobile device, receive a
confirmation message encrypted with the temporary
secret, wherein the confirmation message includes the
first movement of the mobile device.

24. The stationary device of claim 23, wherein the tempo-
rary secret is used for a single NFC exchange session.

25. The stationary device of claim 23, wherein the tempo-
rary secret is used for multiple NFC exchange sessions.

26. The stationary device of claim 23, wherein the station-
ary device is a point of sale (POS) device.

27. The stationary device of claim 23, wherein the station-
ary device includes three or more antennas.
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